H ?he Life of M SOP. 
opportunities of difplaying his abilities, and 
to raifed him in the efteem of Labynetus that 
he fen t him on an embafty into Egypt. JEfep 
acquitted himfelf of his commillion to Am* 
fts with great reputation, and returned to La- 
by net us, laden with honours and rewards. He 
at length went once more to vifit Greece , and 
having heard of the wifdom, piety, and learn- 
ing of the inhabitants of Delphos , paid them 
a vifit when, to his great furprife, he found 
them immoral, ignorant and conceited ; on 
which he boldly reproved them, and endea- 
voured to make them alter their conduct. The 
magiftrates were greatly offended at this li- 
berty, and fearing left he Ihould expofe their 
Vices in other countries, refolved to take away 
his life ; but not thinking it fafe to do this 
privately, they refolved to do it under the 
form of Juftice. For this purpofe, when he 
was preparing for his journey, they caufed a 
golden cup belonging to the temple, to be con- 
veyed into his baggage. He was no fooner 
out of the town than he was purfued, taken, 
^nd charged with facrilege : JE fop pleaded his 
innocence, and laughed at them as a fet of 
madmen •, but his boxes being fearched, the 

cup 


abraham aesop Fables in Verse London, 1765 


The Life of M SOP. *5 

anc l JEfop hurried away to 
cu p was foun , J JP ^ bronght in to 

P" u f \ v he e, notwithftanding he gave the 
Seft proofs of his innocence, he was fen- 
tenced to be thrown from a fteep P r «^ c ** 
when with great difficulty he prevailed o„ 
them to hear himfpeak a few words and told 
them a fable that was applicable to hls P rele ^ 
circumftances : which made no impreffion on 
the hearts of the Delphian;, but a s they were 
calling to the executioner to do his ; office, j&Jop 
fuddenly gave them the flip, and fled to an al- 
tar which flood juft by ; but the Delphans told 
him, that the altars of the Gods afforded no 
fan&uary to thofe who robbed their temples | 
upon which he told them a fable of a Beetle, 
who being injured by an Eagle , found means ? 
notwithftanding his contemptible appearance, 
to draw down vengeance upon her powerful 
oppreffor : and 4 you, added he, ought not 

* to flatter yourfelves that your violation of 

* juftice and oppreffion of the innocent will 
< efcape unpunifhed.’ At this the magiftrates 
being ftill more enraged, commanded the of- 
ficers to take him from the altar and drag him 
to execution ; when JE/op, finding that neither 
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